M il
Cﬂl' ‘) ‘3 -4
; -‘ s N ‘ Lét -

This eBook may be copied, used, and distributed for free, for Da’wah
and teaching purposes only. It may not be printed and sold for profit
without the permission of the translator.
Completed: 1st of Muharram, 1436 H/October 24, 2014
Translator: Abu Awzaa’ee ‘AbdusSalaam

Website: TryingtoFollowtheSalaf.com

Contact: TryingtoFollowtheSalaf@gmail.com



Contents

Translator’s Foreword
Introduction
First Khutba
Prohibited Months
Virtues of Muharram
Day of ‘Aashooraa
Reason for fasting ‘Aashooraa
Killing of Husain, may Allah be pleased with him
Some innovations on ‘Aashooraa
Second Khutba
Performing obligatory deeds before supererogatory
Arabic Transcript

© © o N ~NOoOYOo 01 o bW

[N
[EEY



Translator’s Foreword

All praises are due to Allah; may the prayers and peace of Allah be
upon Muhammad, his family, his companions, and his followers. As to
proceed:

This ebook is a translation of Shaykh Saalih bin Fawzaan al-Fawzaan’s
khutba entitled “Virtues of the Month Muharram” given on 12/27/1434
AH. We have provided the Arabic transcription taken from the
Shaykh’s website (alfawzan.af.org.sa/node/15019) at the end of the
book for review. We ask Allah, the Most High, to accept this deed only
for His Face, and allow us to benefit from this reminder in this life and
the next. Aameen.



Introduction

All praises are due to Allah, we praise Him, seek His assistance, ask
Him for His forgiveness, and repent back to Him. We testify that there
is nothing worthy of worship except Allah, who is alone without any
partners. We testify that Muhammad is His slave and messenger, peace
and blessings be upon him, his family, and companions. To proceed:



First Khutba

O Mankind, fear Allah the Most High and be thankful to Him for His
apparent and hidden blessings. He continues to befriend you with
seasons of good and virtue. The months of Hajj are over and what
follows is the month of Allah, al-Muharram. Allah singled out this
month with characteristics:

Firstly: That this month is from the prohibited months which Allah
prohibited fighting within. He said, the Most High,

Lo e Gy 5l B8 i 0 ol B S U 0 e Sy
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“Verily, the number of months with Allah are twelve months (in a
year), so was it ordained by Allah on the Day when He created the

heavens and the earth; of them four are Sacred...”*

These four months are: Dhul Qa’dah, Dhul Hijjah, the month of
Muharram, and the fourth is the month of Rajab. Allah prohibited
fighting in these months in order to provide security for the traveling
Hujjaaj and those making ‘Umrah.

From the virtues of this month is what the Messenger (peace and
blessings be upon him) said,

ASAAl) ) g (i) B alkal) Jiadl
“The most excellent fast after (fasting) in the month of Ramadan is
the fast in Allah's month, al-Muharram.”?

! Muhammad Muhsin Khan and Muhammad Taqi-ud-Din al-Hilali, Interpretation of
the Meanings of The Noble Quran: In the English Language. (Riyadh: Darussalam
Publishers and Distributors), Surah Tawbah: 36.
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It is highly recommended to fast abundantly within this month, and also
in the other prohibited months. Muharram is a month which the
companions chose in the time of ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with
him, to be the first month of the Hijri year. It is a month with many
virtues.

From its greatest virtues is the day of ‘Aashooraa. The Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him) informed us that fasting on this day will
expiate the previous years’ worth of sins. Indeed, Musaa fasted this day
in order to give thanks to Allah when He drowned Fir’awn and his
people. Fasting was Musaa’s way of showing gratitude to Allah, and the
Yahood fasted this day after him.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came to
Madinah and saw the Jews fasting on the day of 'Aashooraa. He said,
“What is this?” They said, “This is a righteous day, it is the day when
Allah saved the Children of Israel from their enemies, so Musaa fasted
on this day.” He said, “We have more right to Musa than you,” so he
fasted on that day and commanded [the Muslims] to fast on that day.®

So this fasting became a highly recommended sunnah. However, the
Prophet (peace be upon him) wanted us to be different from the Yahood
and ordered us to fast a day before it, and this is the 9th day. In another
narration, it states to fast a day after ‘Aashooraa, however fasting on the
9th day is more emphasized. Fasting on the day of ‘Aashooraa is
following the example of the Prophets of Allah (Musaa and Prophet
Muhammad).

2 sahih Muslim, Hadith no. 1163.
3 Sahih Bukhari, Hadith no. 1865.



This was a day Allah gave strength to the Muslims by the hand of
Musaa, peace and blessings be upon him. It was a blessing of Allah that
He is thanked for, and that is through fasting. Fasting on the day of
‘Aashooraa is a highly recommended prophetic sunnah. The Muslim
should fast on the 9th and 10th days, with the 10th being the day of
‘Aashooraa. The Muslim should emphasize fasting on this day seeking
reward and giving thanks to Allah.

The sunnah of the Prophets, and those who followed them, was that if
Allah aided them in victory (over the kuffar) they showed gratitude by
being obedient to Him, fasting, remembering Him, and thanking Him.
And the Prophets did not introduce new innovations and evil actions to
commemorate these days, as done by those in times of ignorance.
Reviving the sunnah of fasting on this day is desired for the Ummah.
There is tremendous reward in doing so, which is having a years’ worth
of previous sins forgiven. So the Muslim should not be neglectful
during this day.

There are those who take the day of ‘Aashooraa as a day of sadness,
crying, and howling like what is done by the Shee’ah, may Allah uglify
them, because of the killing of Husain (may Allah be pleased with him).
He was killed on the day of ‘Aashooraa in the month of Muharram.
This misfortune doesn’t mean that we should meet one another by
indulging in disobedience and evils. We should only meet one another
with obedience, patience, and seeking reward.

There is no doubt that the killing of Husain, may Allah be pleased with
him, was a misfortune. However, Allah ordered us to be patient and to
seek reward from Him when there are misfortunes.

The sunnah of the Prophets was to fast on this day and they did not
speak about any other action. This is opposite to what is done today by
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the ignorant Muslims who consider this day as a day of happiness.
Some call it a day of ‘Eid, or ‘Eid of the new year. This is not an ‘Eid.
Rather, it is a day of giving thanks to Allah for His help. Some even
give presents to their children on this day, but this is an innovation and
not permissible.

This occurs with the Shee’ah where some are sad on this day* and
others are happy®. Are they happy with the killing of Husain, may Allah
be pleased with him? This is not permissible. It is obligatory upon the
Muslims to follow the sunnah and abandon innovations, and
innovations should not be met with another innovation. Rather,
innovations are met by abandoning it and reviving the sunnah.

May Allah grant success to all whom He loves and is Pleased with. 1
say this while seeking Allah’s forgiveness for myself and all the
Muslims from every sin, and | repent back to Him for indeed He is al-
Ghafoor ar-Rahim.

* These are the Rawaafid, who had extreme veneration for Ahl al-Bayt
® These are the Nawaasib, those who hated “Ali and Ahl al-Bayt (may Allah be
pleased with them all).
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Second Khutba

(Translator’s note: After praising Allah and sending the salutation to the
Messenger the Shaykh said)

O Mankind, fear Allah the Most High, and know that a supererogatory
deed (Naafilah) will not be accepted until the obligatory deeds are
performed. Therefore, be diligent in performing the obligations first,
because they are more beloved to Allah than supererogatory deeds.
Allah said in a Hadith Qudsee,

OB 5 ) iy e 01 Y Ade a1 Lan ) ol s s 1) o L
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“And the most beloved thing with which My slave comes nearer to
Me, is what | have enjoined upon him; and My slave keeps on
coming closer to Me through performing Nawafil (voluntary

prayers or doing extra deeds besides what is obligatory) until I love

him.”®

Supererogatory deeds complete the obligations. If one performs the
supererogatory deeds but is negligent in the obligations then this is
backwards. So it is obligatory for the Muslim to preserve the
obligations before anything else. Then perform the supererogatory
deeds after it so that it can complete the obligations and increase one in
goodness.

Fear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and know that the best speech is the
Book of Allah, and the best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad

6 Sahih Bukhari, Hadith no. 386.



(peace be upon him). The most evil affairs are those newly invented
matters, and every innovation is a misguidance. Upon you all is to stick
to the main body of Muslims, for indeed Allah’s Hand is over them and
whoever deviates, he deviates to the Fire.

_ o ¢ A//a\’:/ o 3 L. ada dg_rc;:«., < $/’3’:~’ _,//f,;
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“Allah sends His Salah (Graces, Honors, Blessings, Mercy) on the

Prophet (Muhammad) and also His angels (ask Allah to bless and

forgive him). O you who believe! Send your Salah on (ask Allah to

bless) him (Muhammad), and (you should) greet (salute) him with
the Islaamic way of greeting.”’

O Allah! May Your peace and blessings be upon Your slave,
messenger, and prophet, Muhammad. O Allah! Be pleased with the
rightly guided caliphs: Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmaan, and ‘Ali, and be
Pleased with all of the Companions, their students, and those who
follow them until the Last Day.

(Translator’s note: The Shaykh ends the rest of the Khutba by making
supplications for the Muslims and the Ummah)

" Khan and al-Hilali, Surah Ahzab: 56.
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